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A note from the Principal's Office in Hokitika! 
Kia ora tatou 
 
With the change of seasons and the end of daylight savings, I hope you are all keeping warm in 
your ‘bubbles’. I have been really impressed with the learning that has been uploaded to 
SeeSaw and Google Classroom. Our students are truly amazing! 
 
In these difficult times it is important to remember that home learning is quite different from 
being in a classroom environment. We would encourage all parents to focus on the wellbeing of 
their children and, if some learning tasks are just too hard and causing stress, please know we 
understand and that we are not expecting these learning tasks to be completed. Learning needs 
to be engaging and fun for our students at this time. Remember our teachers are there to talk 
you through any issues relating to wellbeing or learning. 
I was able to speak to most families this week and I’m certainly overwhelmed with all the                 
positive stories.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank all our whānau and parents for supporting the school this term. 
You are all doing an awesome job supporting your children’s learning. 
 
Kia kaha 
Noula Markham 
Principal 
principal@cobden.school.nz 
 

Student Contact Details or Emergency Contact Change please email 
reception@cobden.school.nz 
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Team Kowhai Teacher Email addresses 

Michelle Urban  michelleu@cobden.school.nz 
Micheal Davey  michaeld@cobden.school.nz 
Miriam Henderson  miriamh@cobden.school.nz 
Rachel O’Connell  racho@cobden.school.nz 
 

https://blog.seesaw.me/teamkowhai 

 

 

 

Team Mokomoko Teacher Email addresses 
Zara Gibbens  zarag@cobden.school.nz 
Caren Irvine  careni@cobden.school.nz 
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SPCA Mufti day Cobden School raised $116.60 
for the Greymouth SPCA 
 
Thank you to Michelle Gurden who made 
Gingerbread dogs for the children! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Skool Loop App Grocery Draw 

 

Due to COVID19 Lockdown the Skool Loop App Grocery Draw which was due to be drawn at 
Assembly on the 9th April has been extended until we can hold an Assembly.  This is a good chance 
for those who have not downloaded the FREE Skool Loop app to do so and enter the draw for a $50 
Grocery voucher. 

On the Skool Loop App you can receive Notices, Newsletters, Permission Slips. You can also send a 
Student Absentee on the App. Simply go to your phones App Store and download the Free App then 
find Cobden School. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

PB4L - Positive Behaviour for Learning 

The 3 C’s 
Caring, Co-operation, Communication  

 
Be caring to yourself and others in your bubble. 

 
Its Ok 

To fall apart sometimes, 
Tacos fall apart, 

And we still love them. 

3 



Cobden School 2020 Student Council 
Cobden School Students voted for their Student Council members – Elected for the 2020 
Student Council are: Sabrina Smith, Jah-Rhys Trouland, Nevaeh Kennett, Belle Kereopa, 
Savanah Crozier, Aolele Barrow, Alexis Ferguson, Jax Palenski. 

 
__________________________________________________________ 

Bike Safety project 

Paul Gurney of the Greymouth Police is carrying on the great work 
of Constable Jos and keeping our Cobden Kids up to date on Bike 
Safety and basic repairs.   Constable Paul has also started working 
with a group to repair some old discarded bikes. When school 
returns this group will continue fixing tyres, sanding down and 
getting these bikes ready for Cobden kids to use. Thank you 

Constable Paul!   
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Cobden School Sports Update 
 
Basketball 
We started the Year 5 & 6 basketball training last term, but are unsure if this competition will 
still run this year. We have ordered 5 new basketballs especially for our competition.  We still 
need parents to support the coaching and managing a team if the competition does continue. 
 
League 
Every Friday we have been having league training. We are very privileged to have David coach 
our team and take the training on Friday. We are short of numbers and need students to step up 
for this challenge. 
 
Lawn Bowls 
The senior students have been playing bowls on Friday afternoon. They have really enjoyed the 
challenge of rolling a bowl. Although, at times, I wonder what they are aiming at. It is great to 
see some students taking a real interest and are playing on Tuesdays after school. The students 
have been really surprised how challenging and sometimes very frustrating the game is, and have 
come to the conclusion that the game is not only for the elderly and would recommend it to 
anyone.  

Photo: Cobden Bowling Club Member and 
Instructor Vern Goodall with keen bowlers 
Jah-Rhys Trouland, Sabrina Smith, Larkin 
Edwards-Donnelly, Jade Smith, Heidi Newcombe 
and Teacher Michael Davey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tee-Ball 
It is great to see Michelle G and parent help Rochelle taking the junior students for Tee-Ball 
during the week. This is a great sport for developing hand-eye coordination and teaches skills 
they can cross over to softball. 
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PALs (Physical Activity Leaders)  

The PALs have been running sessions during the week. It is great to see the junior students 
taking part and enjoying the modified games. These games develop motor movement and 
hand-eye coordination.  The PALs students are so motivated and want to make a difference for 
the junior school.  

  

Volleyball at lunchtime with our new outdoor 
Volleyball net. 

 

 

 

 

Michael Davey – Sports Coordinator 

 

Thank you to Westland Milk Products! 

  

2020 Sponsorship Grant $600 

The PALs students at Cobden Primary School are grateful for the funding they received from Westland 
Milk Products. The PALs programme is about adapting games and using alternative equipment such as 
lily pads, hula hoops, soft balls and bats, bean bags, and mats that are more suited for younger children. 
Quite often the junior students do not have the same opportunities as the senior students to play games. 
This funding allows us to purchase equipment more suitable for their age level so they have an 
opportunity to develop their motor skills and have fun playing games. The money will also be used for 
ongoing training for the senior students who run the programme.  
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